AP Human Geography

Comparative Religions Project

This project asks students to produce a summary of evidence concerning six of the world’s major belief systems.  Students will work in groups of 3-4, determined by the instructor. Each person will need to provide evidence of their work to receive credit.  

1. Complete the information sheet for Judaism, Confucianism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity and Islam.  

2. Cultural diffusion is about encounters and interactions among people.  Select two of the traditions that you have researched and examine the ways in which these religions have encountered and interacted with each other.  Your product should describe the initial encounter, the nature of the interaction and the ways in which the relationship changed over time (shared space, syncretism, conflict). You may not compare Judaism to Christianity.

3. The final product will contain 3 elements. Two of these will provide detailed information for the religions your group chooses; the third will describe the relationship between the religions.

Bonus:
Complete part each of the following belief systems, incorporate one as a third religion in your project:



Taoism, Jainism, Shinto, Sikhism, Baha’i, Zoroastrianism  

	
	Judaism   
	Confucian
	Hinduism
	Buddhism
	Christianity
	Islam

	Point of 

origin?


	
	
	
	
	
	

	How did it 

spread?
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influential 

today?


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of followers 

worldwide?


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mono/ Poly 
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	Major 

deity(ies)?


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Founder?  

When?


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name holy 

scriptures?


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Leadership?


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Basic beliefs?
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over time?


	
	
	
	
	
	


