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1. How many distinctive languages are spoken in the world?

2. How does the geography of language display the overall theme of the interplay between forces of globalization and local diversity?

3. What is the difference between “language” and “literary tradition”?

4. Why do some countries have one “official language” and others two?

5. How does geography approach the study of language?

6. How is language like luggage?

7. How is language related to culture?

8. How did language diffuse and why were “regions of language” created?

9. Where did the “English” language originate?

10.  Why is English so globally spoken all over the world?

11.  What are the “Romance Languages”?

12.  What are “Dialects” and why do they occur?

13.  Name 3 differences between British and American English?

14. Why did dialects develop in the U.S.?

15.  Why is English related to so many other languages?

16.  What is a “Language Family”?

17.  What is a “Language Branch”?

18.  What are the four branches of the Indo-European language family?

19.  What is a “Language Group” and give two examples?

20.  What is the largest branch of the Indo-European language family?

21.  What are the languages of India, Pakistan and Bangladesh?

22.  What countries speak the languages of the “Balto-Slavic Branch of the Indo-European Languages?

23.  How did the Romance Languages originate and evolve?

24.  What was “Vulgar Latin”?

25.  How did the “Romance Languages” diffuse to the Western Hemisphere?

26.  What is a “creolized language”?
27.  What evidence is there to support the origin of a ‘Proto-Indo-European language?

28.  What is the origin of the Indo-European language according to the Kurgan Hearth Theory?(give specific location)
29.  According to the Colin Renfrew where did the Indo-European language originate?(give specific location)
30.  According to Renfrew through what countries did the Indo-European language diffuse and in what order did it diffuse?

31.  According to the map on pages 164-165 name 2 modern day countries found in the following “Language Families”:

a. Mandarin-

b. Arabic-

c. Niger Congo-

d. Altaic-

e. Austronesian-

f. Uralic-

g. Dravidian-

h. Amerindian-

32. Name 2 ways scientists believe language was diffused.

33. How wide spread is the Indo-European language spoken today?

34.  What language is the most used language in the world today?

35.  How are the languages of China, Korea and Japan related?

36.  What 3 European countries are not dominated by the Indo-European language?

37.  Why is Swahili a unique language in Africa?

38.  Why does the most populous country in Africa have a language problem?

39.  What are “Extinct Languages”?(name 2)

40.  Has an extinct language ever returned to usage? (Where?)

41.  Where was the Celtic language spoken historically and today?

42.  Have areas of a country ever made their local language a requirement in schools? (Where and When)?

43.  What problems occur when you have a “Multilingual State”?(name 2 countries)

44.  Name and give the location of 2 “isolated languages”?

45.  What is a “Lingua Franca” and name one?

46.  What is a “Pidgin Language” and when does it occur?

47.  What is “Ebonics” and where did it originate?

48.  What is “Franglais”?

49.  What is “Spanglish”?

50.  In recent years why has English become the “international language”?     

